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Writing Prompt

History
Grades 6-8

| Introduction

It is not everyday that you get to live through a piece of history that makes it into the books. The COVID-19 
pandemic will be studied for many years to come in history classes. You must put yourself in the governor’s shoes 
and make the very tough decision on how learning will start the next school year. You must weigh all the options, 
the positives and the negatives of each scenario, and create an essay that illustrates your decision on how to 
reopen schools in the fall. 

| Learning Objectives

WALT use the writing process to create an essay about the reopening of schools after a pandemic. 

•	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.2

•	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.2.A

•	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.2.B

| Materials Needed
•	Pre-writing graphic organizer

•	Writer’s checklist

•	Additional activities

•	Chromebook/tablet/computer

| Procedure

1.	 Have a class discussion about the COVID-19 pandemic and how it has affected the students’ lives. 

2.	 Watch videos and read articles. Make sure to preview all before assigning as websites and contents change 
frequently. Make sure the information is appropriate for the grade level you are teaching. 

•	BrainPOP: Coronavirus

•	Coronavirus: Related Reading 

•	BrainPOP: Flattening the Curve 

•	Flattening the Curve: Related Reading 

•	Scholastic News: Coronavirus Questions 
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Pandemic Choices: How Will School Reopen?

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/b/
/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/TeachHUB_WP_Pandemic-Choices-How-Will-School-Reopen_Materials.pdf
/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/TeachHUB_WP_Pandemic-Choices-How-Will-School-Reopen_Materials.pdf
https://www.brainpop.com/health/diseasesinjuriesandconditions/coronavirus/
https://www.brainpop.com/health/diseasesinjuriesandconditions/coronavirus/relatedreading/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/news/flatteningthecurve/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/news/flatteningthecurve/relatedreading/
https://sn56.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/031620/coronavirus.html#On%20Level


https://www.livescience.com/coronavirus-kids-guide.html
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/science/facts-about-coronavirus/
https://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/patients/coronavirus-information/videos-for-kids-parents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVvVTDhGqaA&vl=en
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/talking-with-children.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/videos.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc



